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How do you shed the toxic parts of 
Christian religion without losing your faith?

Do you long for a healthy and abundant spiritual life, yet feel 
disillusioned by how Christianity has become about politics, 
money, and control?

Christianity without Dogma is an easy-to-read book for people 
who want to deconstruct their faith to be more about Jesus and 
his priorities. Step-by-step you’ll be guided to:

• Identify key components to rethink in the Christian system
• Understand where Christianity has been hijacked by 

dogmatic business models
• Learn how to explain your spiritual journey to friends  

and family
• Be encouraged to think for yourself—this book doesn’t try  

to tell you what you should or should not believe

You don’t have to stay trapped in an unhealthy, toxic religion. 
You can experience greater personal freedom and spiritual growth.

Deconstruction does not need to be the end of your Christian 
faith. You can create a new beginning, with greater love, service, 
and connection.

JACK BERGSTRAND was raised in the church, became a 
successful business executive and consultant, and increasingly 
found it difficult to reconcile the Jesus he saw in the Bible 
with the broken Christian system around him. Long before 
deconstruction was a buzzword, Jack reevaluated his beliefs, 
let go of unprovable dogma, and found a new level of spiritual 
authenticity and peace. Drawing from his background as a 
business consultant he helps you reexamine the Christian 
system and how to reclaim it.
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Tables 
and 

Figures

Table 4.1. Jesus Reframes Dogma

RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS FRAMING  

DOGMA

JESUS REFRAMING 
DOGMA 

BIBLICAL 
REFERENCES

They sought a sign 
from heaven

There was to be no 
sign Mark 8:11–12

Argued about dogma Jesus reframed 
dogma 

Matthew 19:3–9 
Mark 7:5–7 

Mark 10: 2–9

Asked a politi-
cal question

Jesus separated 
religion from politics 

Matthew 22:15–22 
Mark 12:28–34 
Luke 20:21–25

Condemned a sinner 
based on the law

Jesus asked those 
without sin to cast 

the first stone 
John 8:3–11
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RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS FRAMING  

DOGMA

JESUS REFRAMING 
DOGMA 

BIBLICAL 
REFERENCES

Asked for the greatest 
commandment in 

the law

Jesus said it was 
loving God and 

others, which was 
not even one of 

their laws

Matthew 22:34–36

The temple was like 
a marketplace with 

money changers

Jesus angrily called 
the temple a den of 

thieves 
Luke 19:45–46

Spewed condemna-
tion for breaking a 

religious rule

Jesus said that 
helping others was 
more important 

Matthew 12:1–13 
Mark 3:1–6  
Luke 6: 6-11

Condemned 
someone for breaking 

a religious rule

Jesus reframed the 
rule 

Matthew 12:1–8 
Mark 2:23–24 

Luke 6:1–5

Loved their power Jesus condemned 
their love of power 

Mark 12:38–40 
Luke 20:45–47

Were concerned with 
outer appearance

Jesus said they 
should be concerned 
with the inside and 
helping the poor 

Luke 11:39–40

Questioned Jesus on 
the law

Jesus said their 
training kept them 

and others from 
knowing the truth 

Luke 11:52–53

Condemned Jesus 
for associating 
with sinners

Jesus responded 
they were who he 
should be with; 

the righteous were 
beyond hope

Matthew 15:1–7 
Mark 2:17 
Luke 15:2
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Table 4.2. Jesus-Centric vs. Adam-Based Christian Models

JESUS-CENTRIC 
CHRISTIAN MODEL

ADAM-BASED 
CHRISTIAN MODEL

Jesus-centric Christianity based 
on the Bible

Adam-based Christianity based 
on the Bible

Love-based: Jesus prioritized love 
as the most important command-

ment (Matt. 22:36-40)

Sin-based: Adam ate fruit in the 
Garden of Eden, and all mankind 
was condemned because he did 

this (Gen. 3)
Forgiveness and non-judgment: 
Jesus preached perpetual forgive-
ness (Matt. 18:21-22) and taught 
that we should not judge others 

(Matt. 7:1-3)

Judge others with no mercy: 
God instructed Jews to judge 

and kill others for breaking rules, 
even including a death penalty for 
having unkempt hair (Lev. 10:6)

Compassion for the poor: Jesus 
had no personal financial assets 

(Matt. 8:20), and helped the least 
fortunate (John 8:7, Matt. 19:21)

Prosperity rules: God blessed 
his favorites with great wealth (2 

Chron. 9:22) and gave them many 
wives and slaves (1 Kings 11:3)

Serving churches: Jesus vehe-
mently opposed the corruption 

of the church and its leaders 
(Matt. 12:34)

Powerful churches: God created 
and empowered the church and 

its leaders (Numbers 18:21) 
and required blood sacrifices (1 

Kings 8:63)

Religion killed Jesus: Jesus was 
killed by the corrupted church 

leaders (Matt. 12:14)

Fruit killed Jesus: Jesus was 
killed to make up for Adam 

eating the wrong fruit (Rom. 5:8, 
John 1:12)

Life happens now: Jesus said the 
kingdom was within (Luke 17:21) 
and to live in the present moment 

like the lilies (Matt. 6:28) and 
sparrows (Matt. 10:29-31)

Life happens after death: The 
kingdom is a physical place after 

we die for those who believe 
Adam-based dogma (Rev. 21:12-

21) and say the sinner’s prayer 
(not in Bible)
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JESUS-CENTRIC 
CHRISTIAN MODEL

ADAM-BASED 
CHRISTIAN MODEL

Humanistic: Like Jesus, 
Christians can integrate humanity 
and divinity to love and help one 

another (James 2:14-17)

Separatist: Christians are 
soldiers, Jesus is the sword, and 

nonbelievers are the enemy 
(Matt. 10: 34-36)

Forgiving: Jesus forgave others and 
asked his followers to continually 
forgive others (Mark 11: 25-26)

Selfish: God only saves those 
who believe Adam-based dogma 
and accept Jesus as their savior 

(Eph. 2: 8-9)

Bring heaven to earth: Jesus 
prays for earth to be as it is in 

heaven (Matt. 6:10)

Scorch the earth: God scorches 
the earth to atone for the sin of 

Adam eating fruit once and for all 
(Rev. 20)

Non-dualistic interpretation of 
dogma overall

Dualistic interpretation of 
dogma overall

Unprovable dogma should not be 
interpreted literally

Unprovable dogma should be 
interpreted literally

The Bible is the history of the 
Judeo-Christian faith, to be 

lovingly celebrated

The Bible was essentially written 
by God, to be fearfully and 

literally followed
The focus of the church should 

be outside its sanctuary walls—to 
love, connect, and serve

The focus of the church should 
be inside its sanctuary walls—to 

obey, separate, and convert
Jesus-centric Christian model Adam-based Christian model

Love
Connection

Service to the least fortunate
Focused on life on earth

Judgment
Separation

Winner takes all
Focused on life after death
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Table 7.2. Psalm 23 via Conscious vs. Unconscious Orientations

23rd Psalm (KJV) Conscious  
Equanimity

Unconscious  
Striving

The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall 

not want.

Compulsive wanting 
is not needed.

God will give me 
what I want in 

the future.

He maketh me to lie 
down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me 

beside the still waters.

Equanimity is my 
natural spiritual state.

God will give me 
good stuff if he 

likes me.

He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the 

paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake.

Restoration comes 
with each new breath 

in each moment.

The current state is 
never good enough.

Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of 
the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they 

comfort me.

Embrace life as it 
is in each moment 
with comfort and 

without fear.

We are all going to 
die and should strive 

for God’s comfort 
when it happens.

Thou preparest a table 
before me in the pres-
ence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup 

runneth over.

I have enough. I am entitled to get 
a lot.

Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD 

for ever.

The house of the 
LORD is within, 

eternally now, all the 
days of my life.

I will go to the house 
of the LORD after 

I die.
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Figure 9.1. Christian Snapshot Sample Report
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Appendix

 Christian Snapshot 
Profile Descriptions

THE CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOT PROVIDES DECON-
STRUCTING CHRISTIANS WITH THE FOLLOWING:

• a shared framework, language, and process for individuals 
and small groups to use to think about and discuss their 
Christian journey;

• a means to more productive and meaningful conversations 
with Christian peers;

• a holistic way to create an integrated approach for the future;
• a structure to help make the Christian deconstruction-

reconstruction process clearer, less anxiety-inducing, and more 
personally and spiritually fulfilling.
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SINGLE-THREADED CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOTS

Supernatural Christian (S)
Strong personal beliefs in the dogmatic 
and non-dualistic orientations of the 

SLHC framework.

Literalistic Christian (L) Strong personal beliefs in the dogmatic and 
dualistic orientations of the SLHC framework.

Humanistic Christian (H)
Strong personal beliefs in the dualistic 
and non-dogmatic orientations of the 

SLHC framework.

Contemplative Christian (C)
Strong personal beliefs in the non-dualistic 

and non-dogmatic orientations of the 
SLHC framework.

DOUBLE-THREADED CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOTS

Fundamental Christian (SL)
Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural 

and Literalistic orientations (dogmatic) of the 
SLHC framework.

Structured Christian (LH)
Strong personal beliefs in the Literalistic and 

Humanistic orientations (dualistic) of the 
SLHC framework.

Pragmatic Christian (HC)
Strong personal beliefs in the Humanistic 
and Contemplative orientations (non-dog-

matic) of the SLHC framework.

Christian Mystic (SC)
Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural 
and Contemplative (non-dualistic) orienta-

tions of the SLHC framework.

Supernatural Humanist (SH)
Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural 

and Humanistic orientations of the 
SLHC framework.

Theological 
Contemplative (LC)

Strong personal beliefs in the Literalistic 
and Contemplative orientations of the 

SLHC framework.

THE FIFTEEN CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOT PROFILES:
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TRIPLE-THREADED CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOTS

Doctrinal Samaritan (SLH)
Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural, 
Literalistic, and Humanistic orientations of 

the SLHC framework.

Structured 
Contemplative (LHC)

Strong personal beliefs in the Literalistic, 
Humanistic, and Contemplative orienta-

tions of the SLHC framework.

Spontaneous 
Contemplative (SHC)

Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural, 
Humanistic, and Contemplative orienta-

tions of the SLHC framework.

Religious Mystic (SLC)
Strong personal beliefs in the Supernatural, 
Literalistic, and Contemplative orientations 

of the SLHC framework.

QUADRUPLE-THREADED CHRISTIAN SNAPSHOT

Christian Seeker (SLHC)

Strong personal beliefs in the 
Supernatural, Literalistic, Humanistic, 
and Contemplative orientations of the 

SLHC framework.
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Glossary

ABCD: Asset-Based Community Development Institute, part-
nered with and housed at DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois.

Academic: A person who is the expert in a subject at the level of 
ideas, such as a professor in a college or a theologian in a seminary.

Adam-based theology: A theological model for understanding 
the Bible; based upon Adam eating from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil in the garden of Eden and God sacrificing Jesus on 
the cross as a result.

Adventist: A member of any of various Christian sects emphasiz-
ing belief in the imminent second coming of Christ.

Agnostic: A person who claims neither faith nor disbelief in God.

Anabaptist: A Christian movement that traces its origins to 
the Radical Reformation; views itself as a separate branch 
of Christianity.

Anglican: Associated with the Church of England following the 
English Reformation. Members are called Anglicans, or in some 
countries, Episcopalians.



Christianity Without Dogma

12

Anthropomorphism: The attribution of human traits, emotions, 
or intentions to non-human entities. It is considered to be an 
innate tendency of human psychology.

Apologetics: The religious discipline of defending doctrines 
through systematic argumentation and discourse.

Ashram: A hermitage, monastic community, or other place of 
religious retreat.

Assemblies of God: A group of churches that forms the largest 
Pentecostal denomination existing in 190 countries. It has 375 
thousand churches and 69 million members.

Atheist: A person who disbelieves or lacks belief in the existence of God.

Awareness: The state of being conscious of something. To be 
aware is to personally know and perceive, to feel, or to be cogni-
zant of events.

Baptist: A Protestant Christian denomination advocating baptism 
of adult believers by total immersion.

Belief: Sometimes based upon verifiable knowledge and some-
times not, like with whether a person is trustworthy or not, based 
upon hearsay or intuition.

Bible: A collection of religious texts or scriptures sacred to 
Christians. It appears in the form of an anthology, a compilation 
of texts of a variety of formats.

Black box: A device, system or object which can be viewed in 
terms of its inputs and outputs, without any visibility into its 
internal workings.

Blasphemy: Lack of reverence concerning a deity, a sacred object, 
or something considered unchallengeable.

Bloodletting: The withdrawal of blood by a physician, sometimes 
through leeches, intended to prevent or cure illness and disease.
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Blue-chip stock: A stock in a corporation with a national reputa-
tion for quality, reliability, and the ability to operate profitably in 
good and bad times.

Book of Mormon: A sacred text of the Latter-Day Saint move-
ment, which, according to Latter-Day Saint theology, contains 
writings of ancient prophets who lived on the American continent 
from approximately 2200 BC to AD 421.

Buford, Bob (1939-2018): A best-selling author, successful busi-
nessperson, and influential architect who used his relationship with 
Peter Drucker to help create the Christian megachurch movement.

Business model: The rationale of how an organization creates, 
delivers, and captures value in economic, social, cultural, or 
other contexts.

Calvinist: An adherent of the Protestant theological system of 
John Calvin and his successors.

Cancel: A form of ostracism in which someone is thrust out of 
social or professional circles online, on social media, or in person—
said to be “canceled.”

Carrot and stick: Metaphor for reward and punishment to induce 
a desired behavior.

Catholicism: The faith, practice, and church order of the 
Roman Catholic Church, sometimes including the Orthodox 
Catholic Church.

Charismatic: A form of Christianity that emphasizes the work 
of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, speaking in tongues, and mod-
ern-day miracles as an everyday part of a believer’s life.

Christ Consciousness: A believed awareness of a higher self as 
part of a universal system, common concept among many differ-
ent religious traditions and is not unique to Christianity.
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Christian: Someone who professes to believe in Christianity.

Christian Consciousness: Being consciously aware of and respon-
sive to oneself, one’s Christian faith, and one’s surroundings in a 
loving way.

Christianity: The Christian religion.

Christianity, Inc. (Incorporated): The collection of organizations 
that produce the Christian ecosystem.

Christian Nationalism: Christianity-affiliated nationalism, pri-
marily focused on passing laws that reflect their view of Christianity 
and its role in political and social life.

Christian SnapshotTM: A survey and report that synthesizes peo-
ple’s beliefs for themselves and designated peer group(s); used to 
inform the deconstruction–reconstruction process.

Closed System: A business that operates an open system interacts with 
its environment. In a closed system, interactions are shut off from the 
outside world and limits the organization’s ability to learn and grow.

Collins, Jim (James C.) (b. 1958): Best-selling author and man-
agement guru in the business and social sectors, including edu-
cation, healthcare, government, faith-based organizations, social 
ventures, and cause-driven nonprofits.

Communicator: One of the major innovations of the megachurch 
in the 20th century, separating the evangelistically professional 
“communicator” from traditional pastoral duties, able to be broad-
cast across multi-site churches via the use of technology.

Confederate: Group officially in existence from February 8, 1861, to May 
9, 1865; fought against the United States during the American Civil War.

Connotation: A commonly understood cultural or emotional 
association that any given word or phrase carries, in addition to its 
explicit or literal meaning.
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Conscious: To be fully aware of something, as it truly exists, 
through unobstructed, direct experience.

Conscious Christianity: The practice of Christianity which 
focuses on Jesus’ priorities, with the Bible embraced as a remark-
able history of the Judeo-Christian tradition, without requiring 
literal interpretations of unprovable dogma in or outside the Bible.

Conscious Christian: Someone who practices Christianity 
without dogma.

Constantine (c. 272–337): Roman emperor from 306 to 337 AD; 
also known as Constantine the Great.

Consultant: An independent party that helps organizations 
analyze and improve their performance.

Contemplative: In Christianity, contemplation refers to a con-
tent-free mind directed towards the awareness of God as a 
living reality.

Cross the line: To go beyond what is proper or acceptable.

Crusades: Christian campaigns held in the 13th century with the 
objective of conquering the Holy Land from Islamic rule. Millions 
of deaths resulted.

Deconstruction: A Christian movement and overarching process 
of questioning core beliefs; literally meaning to break down and 
analyze something to discover its true significance.

Dianetics: A book about the metaphysical relationship between 
the mind and body published in 1950 by L. Ron Hubbard. Its 
principles are practiced by followers of Scientology.

Disorienting dilemma: Occurs when an individual is provided 
with or experiences disconfirming evidence that offers an alter-
native perspective and causes the individual to question deeply 
held beliefs.
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Doctrine: A body of teachings or instructions, taught principles, 
or positions, as in a given branch of knowledge or belief system.

Dogma: Beliefs that are not provable by outside parties and 
imposed as unquestionably true by an organization’s leaders.

Double down: Strengthen one’s commitment to a strategy or 
course of action, typically one that is potentially risky.

Drucker, Peter: Management consultant, educator, and author, 
whose writings contributed to the philosophical and practical 
foundations of the modern business corporation and megachurch.

Duality: Two things are separate or opposite, like the heads 
and tails of a coin. Dualistic thinking produces information 
through separation.

Ecosystem: A complex network or interconnected system.

Enneagram: A personality instrument that describes patterns in 
how people interpret the world and manage their emotions.

Edict of Milan: A proclamation that permanently established 
religious toleration for Christianity within the Roman Empire 
between the Roman emperors Constantine I and Licinius in 
February 313 AD.

Episcopal: Describes itself as “Protestant, yet Catholic;” claims 
apostolic succession; traces its bishops back to the apostles via 
holy orders.

Evangelical: Christian group that believes the Bible is the inerrant 
word of God and embraces an Adam-based theology emphasizing 
salvation by faith in the atoning death of Jesus Christ; emphasizes 
the importance of preaching instead of ritual.

Feucht, Sean (b. 1983): Christian singer, songwriter, and worship 
leader. In 2020, Feucht ran as a Republican for congress in 
California’s 3rd congressional district.
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Flagellation: The practice of whipping used for medicinal pur-
poses; first recorded around 25 BC.

Francis of Assisi (1181 or 1182–1226): 12th-century Italian 
mystic; canonized in 1228 by Pope Gregory IX.

Fundamentalist: Firm believer that the Bible came from God and 
is to be interpreted literally. Religious militants in direct opposi-
tion to secularization.

Gaslighting: Manipulating victims psychologically by question-
ing their sanity, such as when telling deconstructing Christians 
that they were never true Christians.

God: A power greater than ourselves. Viewed in different ways by 
Christians, God in the Bible is personified as the great I Am, love, 
and spirit.

Godhead: The divinity or substance of the Christian God, espe-
cially as existing in three persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Gospels: The first four books of the New Testament: Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John.

Hard-wired: A function that is a permanent feature in a computer 
by means of permanently connected circuits, so that it cannot be 
altered by software.

Hippocrates (c. 460 to c. 370 BC): Considered the father of med-
icine, he lived in ancient Greece.

Heresy: A belief or theory strongly at variance with established 
beliefs or customs, in particular the accepted beliefs of a church or 
religious organization.

Holon: Something that is simultaneously a whole in and of itself, 
as well as a part of a larger whole.

Holy Spirit: The third person of the Godhead for the majority of 
Christian denominations. Also referred to as the Holy Ghost.
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Homophobia: A dualistic, heterosexual fear of and subsequent 
marginalization of people who are identified or perceived as being 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer.

Hubbard, L. Ron (1911–1986): American science fiction author; 
founded the Church of Scientology.

In cahoots: An alliance or partnership. In most contexts, it 
describes the conspiring activity of people up to no good.

Independent Christian: Not a denomination, per se, but a group 
of autonomous churches with no central headquarters.

Innovation: The creation of a new product, process, or service.

Interdependency: Dependence between things, often used to 
describe complex systems.

Islam: The world’s second-largest religion with 1.9 billion follow-
ers, known as Muslims, who regard Muhammad (c. 570–632 AD) 
as God’s messenger.

Jesus Christ: The central figure of the Christian religion, who priori-
tized love over law and was the personification of divinity and humanity.

Jesus-centric theology: A theological model for understanding 
the Bible based upon what Jesus said was most important: love, 
connection, and service.

“Jesus wept”: Famous for being the shortest verse in the Bible; 
found in John 11:35.

John the Baptist: Jewish mystic from the first century consid-
ered the forerunner of Jesus; executed via decapitation by Herod 
Antipas (c. 30 AD).

Ku Klux Klan: Commonly shortened to the KKK or the Klan. 
American white supremacist terrorist hate group whose primary 
targets are African Americans as well as Jews, immigrants, leftists, 
homosexuals, Catholics, and Muslims.
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Lamb: In Christianity, the lamb symbolizes sacrifice, gentleness, 
innocence, sweetness, forgiveness, meekness, and purity.

Levites: The Jewish clerical class in the Old Testament; served as 
teachers and judges, maintained cities of refuge in biblical times.

Lewis, C.S. (1898–1963): A British novelist, poet, academic, 
medievalist, literary critic, essayist, lay theologian, broadcaster, 
lecturer, and Christian apologist.

Liberal Christianity: A movement that interprets and reforms 
Christian teaching by emphasizing the importance of reason and 
experience over doctrinal authority.

Luther, Martin (1483–1546): A German professor of theology, 
priest, author, composer, Augustinian monk, and a seminal figure 
in the Reformation in the 16th century.

Lutheran: One of the largest branches of Protestantism; identifies 
with the teachings of Martin Luther.

Knowledge: Something that is known and can be proven by out-
siders.

McDowell, Josh (b. 1939): American Christian apologist, evange-
list, and writer. He is within the Evangelical tradition of Protestant 
Christianity and is the author or co-author of more than 100 books.

McDowell, Sean (b. 1976): Associate professor in the Christian 
Apologetics program at Talbot School of Theology, Biola University 
(La Mirada, CA); son of apologist Josh McDowell.

Meditative prayer: The integrative practice of mindfulness med-
itation combined with the conscious Christian priorities of love, 
connection, and service.

Megachurch: A church with a large membership, professional com-
municator, and highly developed technology; usually Protestant 
or Evangelical.
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Meta-dogma: Dogma used to explain other dogma.

Metaphysical: An idea, doctrine, or posited reality outside of 
human sense perception, including studies of things beyond 
objective material reality.

Methodist: Christian Protestant denomination originating in the 
18th-century evangelistic movement of Charles and John Wesley 
and George Whitefield.

Military-industrial complex: Refers to an informal alliance 
between a nation’s military and the defense industry that supplies 
it, seen together as a vested interest that influences public policy.

Mindfulness meditation: A practice to improve personal con-
sciousness through building the capability to maintain a moment-
by-moment awareness of thoughts, feelings, and sensations 
through a loving and nurturing lens.

Misogyny: The hatred of, contempt for, marginalization of, and/
or prejudice against women or girls.

Muhammad (570–632 AD): An Arab religious, social, and polit-
ical leader; the founder of Islam.

Mystic: A person who seeks by contemplation and self-surrender 
to obtain unity with or absorption into the absolute or believes in 
the spiritual apprehension of truths beyond the intellect.

Natural Selection: The theoretical process whereby organisms 
that better adapt to their environment tend to survive and produce 
more offspring.

New Age: A contemporary cultural movement concerned with 
spiritual consciousness; its adherents variously combine dogmatic 
beliefs (i.e., reincarnation and astrology).

NIV: The New International Version is an English translation of 
the Bible first published in 1978 by Biblica.
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Non-duality: (n) Rather than being separate, like the heads and 
tails of a coin, something is connected and whole and part of a 
bigger picture, like the coin itself. Non-dualistic thinking produces 
meaning through connection.

NXIVM: An American multi-level marketing company and cult 
that engaged in sex trafficking, forced labor and racketeering, 
recruiting members by offering personal and professional devel-
opment seminars.

Omnipotence: The quality of having unlimited power and potential.

Omnipresence: The ability to be present everywhere at the 
same time.

Omniscience: The state of knowing everything.

Organization: An entity that functions as a group to achieve out-
comes that cannot be achieved through individuals.

Organizational hierarchy: The power structure of an organiza-
tion, defining who has authority over what. The hierarchy ulti-
mately has a single point of organizational control.

Organizational governance: The oversight of the organizational 
power structure intended to ensure that leaders are performing 
their duties and not abusing their power.

Panpsychism: Theory that the mind is a fundamental feature of 
the world which exists throughout the universe.

Paradigm shift: A fundamental change in approach or under-
lying assumptions.

Paul (c. 5–64/67 AD): The Apostle Paul. His letters to early 
Christians make up nearly 30% of the New Testament.

Pentecostal: Christian movements and individuals emphasizing 
baptism in the Holy Spirit, evidenced by speaking in tongues, 
prophecy, healing, and exorcism.
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Perks: Special benefits given to people with a particular job or who 
belong to a particular group.

Pharisees: Members of a party who believed in resurrection and follow-
ing legal traditions that were ascribed to “the traditions of the fathers.”

Platform: An environment for building and running applications, 
systems, and processes viewed as toolsets for developing and oper-
ating customized and tailored services.

Post-modernism: Philosophical movement of relativism, largely 
a reaction to the modernistic certainty of scientific, or objective, 
efforts to explain reality.

Practitioner: A person actively engaged in an art, discipline, or 
profession on a day-to-day basis, such as a manager in a company 
or a minister in a church.

Presbyterian: Belonging or relating to a Protestant church, found 
mainly in Scotland or the United States, which is governed by a 
body of official people of equal rank.

Protestantism: A form of Christianity that originated with the 
16th-century Reformation.

Quaker: A member of the Religious Society of Friends, a Christian 
movement founded by George Fox in the 17th century, focused on 
peaceful principles.

Quran: The central religious text of Islam, believed by Muslims to 
be a revelation from God.

Racism: A dualistically-based belief in the inherent superiority of 
a race that leads to marginalizing of groups of humans based on 
their race or ethnicity.

Reformation: A movement within Western Christianity in 
16th-century Europe that posed a religious and political challenge 
to Catholicism and the authority of the Pope.
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Religion: A system of faith and worship.

Right wing: The conservative or reactionary section of a political 
party or system.

Root cause analysis: A method of problem-solving used for iden-
tifying the root causes of faults or problems.

Rorschach test: Examines a person’s personality characteristics 
and emotional functioning.

Sadducees: Members of a Jewish sect that denied the resurrection 
of the dead, the existence of spirits, and emphasized acceptance of 
the written Law alone.

Scaling: Setting the stage to enable and support growth without 
being hampered. It requires planning, funding, systems, staff, pro-
cesses, technology, and partners.

Schaeffer, Francis A. (1912–1984): American Evangelical theo-
logian, apologist, philosopher, and Presbyterian pastor; author of 
book and video series, How Should We Then Live? The Rise and 
Decline of Western Thought and Culture.

Sermon on the Mount: The longest conversation from Jesus 
found in the New Testament. It includes some of his best-known 
teachings, such as the Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer.

Seven wonders of the world: Great pyramid of Giza, the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon, the Statue of Zeus at Olympia, Greece, the 
Temple of Artemis at Ephesus, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, 
the Colossus of Rhodes, and the Lighthouse of Alexandria, Egypt.

Sin: An unconscious thought or act that causes pain to yourself 
and others.

Smith, Joseph (1806–1844): American religious leader; author of 
the Book of Mormon; founder of Mormonism and the Latter-Day 
Saint movement.
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Socialite: A Christian who plays along but primarily joins the 
church for social reasons.

Southern Baptist: A large convention of Baptist churches estab-
lished in the US in 1845, typically having a fundamentalist and 
evangelistic approach to Christianity.

Speaking in tongues: A practice in which people utter words or 
speech-like sounds, often thought by believers to be languages 
unknown to the speaker.

Spiritual but not religious: A life stance that does not regard organized 
religion as the sole or most valuable means of furthering spiritual growth.

Spirituality: A belief in and practice of loving selflessness, often 
embracing that which is greater than oneself.

Theologian: Someone who systematically studies the nature of 
religious beliefs. Theology is taught as an academic discipline, typ-
ically in universities and seminaries.

Tetragrammaton: The four-letter Hebrew word YHWH and 
name of the biblical god of Israel.

Thomas Merton (1915–1968): American mystic and Trappist monk.

Thirty Years’ War: A conflict fought in Europe from 1618 to 1648 
between Catholics and Protestants with an estimated death toll of 
more than 5 million people.

Thought experiment: An imaginary situation in which a hypoth-
esis, theory, or principle is laid out for the purpose of thinking 
through its consequences.

Transformation: The transmutation, metamorphosis, or recon-
struction of one thing into another.

Trinity: The non-dualistic doctrine that God is the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. The three persons are distinct, yet are 
one substance, essence, or nature.
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Truth: Something that is believed based upon verifiable knowledge.

Tweet: A tweet is a post on Twitter. The act of writing a tweet is called 
tweeting or twittering. Tweets can be up to 140 characters long.

Unconscious: To be unaware of something as it truly exists; to 
be lost in thought, unable to think, or constrained by precon-
ceived biases.

Yahweh: Before the term God was used, YHWH, the god of the 
Israelites, was used. The term was given by Moses as four Hebrew 
letters called the tetragrammaton. The meaning of the name 
Yahweh has been interpreted as “He Who Makes That Which Has 
Been Made” or “He Brings Into Existence Whatever Exists.”

White supremacist: Believes that white people constitute a supe-
rior race and should therefore dominate society over all other races.

Word of knowledge: Proclaiming that one’s thought comes 
directly from God; linked to 1 Corinthians 12:8, NLT: “To one 
person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another 
the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.”

Wishy-washy: Feeble or insipid in quality or character; lacking 
strength or boldness.

Xenophobia: The dualistic fear and hatred of strangers or foreign-
ers or of anything strange or foreign.

Zacharias, Ravi (1946–2020): Conservative Christian apologist 
over a forty-year period, founder of Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries (RZIM), and author of more than 30 books.
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